
 

 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

                                                                        4/17/19 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT:  None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   63 Maple Street: 

Mr. Hurley reported that there is a proposed zoning bylaw amendment which would change the 

setback requirements for a residential area for a medical marijuana facility on the warrant for the 

Annual Town Meeting. This change would allow a medical marijuana site to be located at the 

above address. He noted that the Board would have to hold a public hearing and make their 

recommendation to the voters. 

 

Mr. Kinahan reminded the Board that Plasse Masonry had an agreement that he would be the only 

tenant and if any expansion was done, or additional tenants on this site that they would have to do 

road improvements to bring Maple Street up to the town’s standards.    

 

2.   Farm Road: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he had received an email from Attorney, Mark Gladstone, regarding  work 

for the above property.  Mr. Stetson reported that all of the curbing is in except for the radius to the 

septic system.  He noted that there is less than fifty (50’) feet left to do before the final pavement is 

done.  Mr. Stetson also noted that they still have to clean up the contractor’s storage yard.  He 

stated that Watson is in there now getting it loamed and seeded which he can finish up after he gets 

rid of the trailers on site.  

 

Mr. Stetson stated that he spoke with the crew boss who assured him that the paving would begin 

the middle of next week.  He noted that there is an eight (8’) foot pipe to be cut that is keeping the 

curbing stable. He stated that there is enough room for them to do the vertical slope which had been 

the plan all along.  He also noted with respect to the centerline, they can get everything in as 

originally planned.  Mr. Stetson stated that the paver would do it all at once.  Mr. Stetson suggested 

that the Board consider releasing the surety to Watson rather than to Mr. Fox to make sure it gets 

done.  Mr. Hurley reminded Mr. Stetson that the Board voted not to release any surety until such 

time as the paving is done or that they received an increase in the surety amount.  Mr. Noyes noted 

that Mr. Gladstone has previously stated that the Board was withholding the surety from him.   

 

Mr. Anderson questioned the thickness of the sidewalk. Mr. Stetson stated that the first course is 

done and it is four (4”) inches thick.  He also noted that everything should be done by the middle of 

May.  Mr. Anderson also asked about the grass strip between the sidewalk and street.  Mr. Stetson 

stated that they could bring it to the edge of the sidewalk and not have any grass strip.  The Board 

was in favor of not having a grass strip at all.  Mr. Stetson stated that the latest house is either under 

agreement or sold.  Mr. Hurley asked if the house is on the Lot the Board is holding.  Mr. Stetson 

stated that is was.  Mr. Anderson stated that “this is good.”  He also agreed that no surety should be 

released at this time.  

         continued: 
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Mr. Stetson stated that he has a feeling that Watson is not getting paid.  He noted that he just wants 

to get this finished so he can get paid.  He also stated that Watson will only do what he is getting 

paid for.  He also reported that Watson buys the curbing with his own money and then get’s 

reimbursed for the cost.  He noted that he only gets what he needs to finish up.  Mr. Noyes stated 

that since Watson is not getting paid, the Board could release the surety to Mr. Fox in person and 

then make sure that Mr. Fox immediately turns it over to Watson.  The Board decided to stick with 

their original decision and not release any more of the surety until all of the paving is done. 

 

3.   Elm Terrace: 
Mr. Hurley reported that Building Commissioner, Michael White, approached developer, Charles 

Macy, and “pulled his chain” regarding the completion of the above subdivision.  Mr. Hurley stated 

that Mr. Macy called him the very next day.  He stated that Mr. Macy was hoping to get the 

curbing and final pavement done in the next few weeks. He noted that Mr. Macy stated that he 

wants to get this done so that he can get his money back as soon as possible. 

 

4.   B.C. Way: 
Mr. Hurley reported that developer, Dennis Welch, wants to put in a grassy area between the 

sidewalk and the curb instead of paving it.  Mr. Hurley stated that he told him no, this wasn’t 

acceptable because it won’t stick and could become a possible liability because it could cause 

someone to trip and/or fall.  He stated that the Town would not accept it if there was any liability. 

He stated that he told Mr. Welch to clean it out and pave it. Mr. Hurley also reminded the Board 

that Mr. Welch is scheduled to come in on May 1st for the continuation of his public hearing for 

street acceptance. 

 

5.   Luke Estates: 
Mr. Hurley reported that their engineer, Nicolas Lanney, has recovered and is ready to continue his 

work on the above subdivision review.  Mr. Stetson noted that when he looks at the plans he 

doesn’t know how everything is going to fit on this site.  He noted that there are some structures 

that are sunk eight (8’) feet into the ground and that the site is being built up very high. He noted 

that at least proponents are putting in good soil.  The Board was in agreement that it would be good 

to have Mr. Lanney back to monitor this subdivision construction.   

 

6.   West Center Street: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he had been contacted by Driscoll Engineering to discuss a plan for a car 

wash to be located at the site next to the Honey Dew donuts.  He noted this site is where the Family 

Dollar store had originally planned to construct a retail establishment.  Mr. Hurley stated that he 

told them that not one drop of water would be allowed to leave that site. Mr. Stetson stated that 

there is not enough frontage or area to have as little as three (3) cars lined up at any one time.  Mr. 

Hurley noted that Honey Dew owns both properties so could meet the requirements, but would also 

have to maintain Friend Street as part of any plan.   

         continued: 
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A brief discussion was held on the former car wash at the Shell Gas Station across the street from 

this site which will be demolished as part of their renovation project.  Mr. Stetson asked if they 

have the same ownership.  Mr. Hurley noted that there is a new owner.  He questioned why they 

didn’t take down the awnings over the gasoline pumps when they moved the tanks. He also 

reminded the Board that they plan to level the entire site and put up a new building but are not 

ready to begin construction at this time. 

 

7.   Zoning Bylaw Amendments: 

Mr. Hurley stated that the Board of Selectmen is putting several zoning amendments on the warrant 

for the Annual Town Meeting.  He stated that these amendments include a Conservation 

Commission amendment to exclude the wetlands in the one hundred (100’) foot square for any new 

construction, set back limits for medical marijuana facilities in a residential area, revised parking 

requirements and increasing the fee schedule for new projects.  Mr. Hurley stated that the Board 

would have to hold public hearings on all of the above and make their recommendations to Town 

Meeting voters.  It was noted that all of the public hearings could be done at the same meeting.  

After reviewing time lines, the Board agreed to hold the public hearings on Wednesday, May 15, 

2019 beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Notices will be published in the Enterprise newspaper on April 30th 

and May 7th.  It was noted that there was also two (2) additional public hearings scheduled on that 

date as well: 373 Crescent Street and Pearl Road.  Mr. Hurley stated that he would gather each of 

the pertinent bylaw Sections for the public hearing notice.        

 

8.    Pearl Road: 
Mr. Hurley stated that the public hearing for street acceptance and surety release was started 

several months ago but sidewalk and paving issues needed to be completed before the Board would 

vote on it. As a result, Mr. Hurley stated that the Board would need to begin the process again and 

schedule a new public hearing.  It was noted that they already have several public hearings on the 

schedule for May 15th and could do this at the same meeting.  Mr. Stetson stated that the house at 

#6 Pearl Road had recently put on an addition and disturbed the curbing and paving.  He noted that 

the curbing held up pretty well, but the pavement, not so good.  Mr. Hurley stated that he would 

look at it.  Mr. Hurley also stated that he would clarify the legality of who should get the certified 

public hearing notices mailed to them.  

 

9.   Parking Regulations correction: 

Mr. Noyes stated that in the minutes of the last meeting it stated that he told the Board members 

that there was a parking manual available and that he would bring it in to assist the Board with 

language they could use to amend the bylaw regarding parking requirement calculations.  Mr. 

Noyes stated that he has since discovered that there is no such parking requirement manual.  He 

stated that he just wanted to set the record straight in case someone went looking for it.    

       

10.  Subdivision updates: 

  

Green Meadows:   

No further updates as to the DPW review of the roadways.     

  

         continued: 
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Lamp Post Estates: 

It was noted that there has been nothing started on this subdivision. It was reported that one 

of the owners came in to get the form for the Covenant since it was not filed with the 

original submittal.  It has not been submitted. 

          

Meadow Spring: 

 No further action at this time. 

 

11.   MAIL: 

Bridgewater Planning public hearing 4/17/19, re: zoning ordinances. 

Bridgewater ZBA decision re: special permit, 40 Lawrence Street, granted. 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 4/24/19, re: variances (2), 109 Worcester Street. 

E. Bridgewater Planning decision, re: special permit, 611 Oak Street, approved.  

E. Bridgewater Planning decision re: special permit, 635 Plymouth Street, approved.  

Easton ZBA public hearing 4/23/19, re: special permit, 44 Day Street. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 5/1/19, re: special permit, 287 Purchase Street. 

Easton Planning decision correction, re: Lincoln Estates II, approved. 

OCPC invitation to the 52nd annual meeting at the Mockingbird Restaurant. 

OCPC minutes of 3/19/19 and agenda for 4/16/19. 

 

12.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay W. B. Mason $34.93 for office supplies. 

        Second (GS).  Vote: Unanimous.     

 

13.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll.  Second (GS).  

        Vote:  Unanimous. 

   

14.   The minutes of 4/3/19 were accepted and filed. 

 

15.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


